
Pastoral and Guidance 

We have designed your pastoral care with you in mind, this will then give you as much friendly  
Support, and professional guidance throughout your time with us as possible. You will get to know 
your Personal Tutor within your induction week and soon become a member of a Tutor Group. At 
least once each term you will meet with your Personal Tutor after each assessment week to talk 
about your progress and needs. In this way your tutor comes to know you better and is the right 
person to give you advice on your study or personal problems, should they arise. For your parents/
carers, they will be requested to attend the Review Day, and reports will be 
issued within the spring term.    However they can make an appointment to talk 
to staff or Mrs Tollemache             at any time. 

At the start of each new academic year  
 
Sixth Form students, will be expected to partici-
pate in a induction week this includes a team 
building day, and the signing of the  earning 
agreement, which outlines both your rights and 
responsibilities. If we feel that you would   benefit 
from closer supervision at the start of your 
courses we may ask you and your parents to sign 
a  

Dress Code 

Students are not required to wear school uniform 
but dress must be appropriate for a school work-
ing environment. Sixth Form students are not iso-
lated from the main school, therefore a good ex-
ample needs to be set. Dress can be informal but 
it must be clean, neat and not cause offence. 

As a Sixth Form student at John Smeaton Community College you 
have a right to: 
 

•  Receive help and guidance from your tutor and teachers. 
 
• Decide how to organise your 'free' time as you wish 
       (provided that you keep up with your work!). 
 
• Study at home instead of at school in some Private Study periods. 
 
• Attend registrations all the time, or at times agreed with your tutor 
 
• Take a full part in the life and activities of the Sixth Form. 
 
• Arrange your study programme with help from your tutor and 
        teachers. 
 
• Ask for help if you find that you cannot complete your study 
       programme, including reaching deadlines for  homework, and assignments 
 
•  Make use of the Sixth Form common room, resource centre, and sports centre facilities 
 
• Look after the Sixth Form common room, including washing up after yourself. 
 
• Opportunities for personal development to prepare for your Career, attend your arranged      

meetings, if you cannot make your appointment you can always re-arrange 



You also have 
 responsibilities.  

That you must  
undertake : 

 
• Keep to the contract you ar-

range with your tutor to attend           
registration at given times. 

 
•  Attend all PSHE, citizenship, 

sessions and take part in tutor 
group activities 

 
• Attend all stand-down days 
 
• Attend lessons as detailed on 

your timetable, 

Enrichment 
 

Knowledge, Experience, and Skill’s are not learnt just in 
the classroom but outside of the classroom too, to enrich 
your education.  We expect students to give at least one 
hour per week to their voluntary/ community work and 
combined with other enrichment activities these can make 
for wonderful life changing experiences. Students are able 
to organise their own new initiatives if they wish. Activities 
do vary from year to year but recently have included those 
listed below: 

Debating 

Hair and Beauty 

Life Skills 

Young Enterprise 

First Aid 

Photography 

Peer Mentoring 

Learning Mentor 

Homework Club 

Arts & Crafts 

Multi Media 

Duke of Edinburgh 

British Sign Language 

 

Sixth Form Student Council 
 

This is the recognised student body made up of elected           
representatives from each Tutor Group. In the first few weeks of 
each new year, all students elect representatives who lead the 
Sixth Form Council. The Council provides the formal channel of 
communication between the students, the Sixth Form Team and 
the Senior Management. It meets regularly and presents its    
minutes to the Sixth Form students and the Sixth Form Tutor 
Team. 



EDUCATION MAINTE-
NANCE 

ALLOWANCE NATIONAL 
SCHEME 

 
 

Background 
 
The aim of the scheme is to improve: 
       

Post-16 Participation 
Retention 
Achievement 

 
Key Features of the Model - Overview 
 

• EMAs will be paid direct to young people  
(who therefore will need a bank account) 
 
• Payable weekly 
 
• Eligibility will be means tested on house-

hold  
Income. There is a strong emphasis on  
“Something for Something”, in that payment is 
conditional 
on attendance and progress.  
This is a key difference to  
any other scheme ever run before-Students will be  
accountable and will have to “earn” their allow-

ance. 
 

Eligibility 

 

 

•  16-19 years of age 
 
•  Must be on a valid course – up to level 3  
  
• Must be an ordinary UK resident (3 years 

residence). However, asylum seekers who have 
asylum seeker status will qualify. 

 
• The payment can be claimed up to a maximum 

of 3 years (3 years payments over a possible 
eligibility period of 4 years …enables a one year 
“break” for illness, gap, pregnancy, etc 

. 
·         Students must sign a contract with the school 

Payment Levels 
 
Payments will only be made during term 

time. No payment is made during the holidays  
 
* Weekly payment of £30, with household 

income up to £20,270 
 
       *  Weekly payment of £20, with household 
income up to £20,271 - £24850 
 
       * Weekly payment of £10, with household 
income up to £24,851- £30,000                    
 
(The income thresholds are linked to Tax 
Credit thresholds) 

 
Bonus Payments 
 
Bonus payments of £100 may be payable in     
January and July of each academic year,            
dependent upon attendance/progress, 
 
Additional bonus is payable for those   
returning in the second year (effectively a         
retention bonus) 
 
The EMA Contract 

 
The EMA contract has two components: 
Part 1 – a contract linking conditions of 
 attendance to receipt of the weekly  
payment. 
To be monitored weekly.  
 
Part2 – a “Learning Agreement” tailored to 
the individual student and their  
agreed learning goals. 

 
It is the role of the school to devise specific poli-
cies and procedures in line with the Department 
for Education and Skills “Guidance for Schools & 
Colleges 2004-05”. 



Course’s at John Smeaton    
Community College Sixth 

BTEC Course’s 

BTEC National Certificate for IT Practitioners (General) 
(EDEXCEL)  

Is a 2 year course, working on 6 units each year to complete, and gain the equivalent of 2 
“A”   levels. 10 hours per week 

YEAR 1 

Communication and Employability Skills for IT, Computer Systems, , Website Production and 
Management, Installing and upgrading Software, Digital Graphics and Computers, client  

YEAR 2 

 Information Systems, Advanced Database Skills, Advanced Spreadsheet Skills, IT Systems                   
Analysis and Design, IT Project Impact of the Use of IT on Business Systems 

 

 

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma for IT Practitioners ((EDEXCEL)  

Is a 2 year course, working on 9 units each year to complete, and gain the equivalent of 3 
“A”   levels. 15 hours per week 

YEAR 1 

Communication and Employability Skills for IT, Computer Systems, Impact of the Use of IT on 
Business Systems, Website Production and Management, Installing and upgrading Software, 
Digital Graphics and Computers, Maths for IT Practioners, Ecommerce, Human Computer     
Interaction  

 YEAR 2 

Information Systems, Advanced Database Skills, Advanced Spreadsheet Skills, IT Systems 
Analysis and Design, IT Project, Construction of web pages, Maintenance of computer systems, 
Marketing 

  



BTEC Course’s 

VRQ BTEC National Certificate in Business (EDEXCEL) 

  

The BTEC National Certificate in Business will enable you to learn how organisations oper-
ate. You will learn about different types of business ownership and the various activities 
and operations carried out by businesses worldwide. You will also gain an in-depth under-
standing of the various departments within organisations by       completing a series of 
units, each of which specifically focuses on a specialist area. These areas include:  

• Accounting and Finance  

• Creative Product Promotion and Internet Marketing  

• Human Resource Planning including Recruitment, Selection and Employment Law  

• Production and Resource Management  

• Legal Systems and Business Law  

• Business Ethics and the Business Environment  

• IT and Business  

You will also be given the opportunity to develop various skills through planning and managing 
an event within a team. 

BTEC National Diploma in Business (EDEXCEL) 
 

Including the above on completion of the BTEC National Diploma equates to three A levels and 
is recognised as such. There are many opportunities for pupils who successfully complete the 
course including higher education and employment in a range of Business related areas. 

  

Throughout the course, all unit assignments are based on vocational settings, which enable    
pupils to focus on specific areas of interest to them. This gains pupils an understanding of many 
different industries and can lead on to various areas of employment or trainee schemes includ-
ing retailing, hospitality, sport and leisure, communication and travel related organisations. 



BTEC Course’s 

BTEC National Certificate Health and Social Care (EDEXCEL)  
 

On completion of this course you will gain knowledge, skills and understanding in order to pre-
pare you for employment in the Health & Social care sector. The course is designed to run over 
two years and will equip you with knowledge of the National Occupational Standards and is 
mapped to the NHS Knowledge and Skills Framework 

We require students to achieve good passes in Maths & English at GCSE level e.g Grade C or 
above. Having a BTEC level 2 in Health & Social Care would be of an advantage. 

The assessment is by internally moderated assignments built up as coursework. There are 12 
units to complete, and the course allows students to build skills as well as technical knowledge. 
It gives you a broad base of understanding but with focus on four specialist areas:  

• Health 

• Early Years 

• Care of the Elderly 

• Individuals with special needs  

This is equivalent to 2 A levels.  

There are no examinations on this course 

 

BTEC National Diploma in Health and Social Care  (EDEXCEL) 
 

Including the above plus 6 extra units when completing the BTEC National Diploma which is  
recognised as the equivalent to 3 A levels, at 15 hours per week.  

There are a number of opportunities that can arise from this qualification including University, 
Nursing, Social Work, Midwifery etc. 

There are no examinations on this course 



BTEC Course’s 

BTEC National Certificate in Sport (EDEXCEL)  
The course is designed so that students will have a broad view of the sport industry and will there-
fore have a wide choice of career progressions. This is a two year course which consists of 12 units. 
The course is the equivalent to 2 “A” levels and is also assignment based with ongoing assessments 
throughout the two years. The units studied will be: 

 Core units — seven units must be taken 

1 The Body in Action    2 Health and Safety in Sport  

3 Training and Fitness for Sport  4 Sports Coaching  

5 Sports Development    6 Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise 

7 Practical Team Sports   8 Practical Individual Sports 

 Specialist units — 11 units must be taken 

7 Practical Team Sports   8 Practical Individual Sports 

9 Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 10 Sports Nutrition  

11 Sport and Society    12 Leadership in Sport  

13 Exercise, Health and Lifestyle 14 Instructing Physical Activity and Exercise  

15 Exercise for Specific Groups   16 Psychology for Sports Performance  

17 Sports Injuries     18 Analysis of Sports Performance  

19 Sport as a Business    20 Sport and Exercise Massage  

21 Organising Sports Events   22 Talent Identification and Development in Sport   

23Working with Children in Sport 24 Work-based Experience in Sport  

25 Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport  

BTEC National Diploma in Sport (EDEXCEL) 
This is a two year course which consists of 18 units. The course is assignment based with ongoing as-
sessments throughout the two years. There is no exam at the end of the course. Although this is a 
sports course no extra marks will be credited to you for your sporting ability. However, there will be 
practical based units and lessons taught over the two years. 

Pupils will receive feedback on their progress throughout the course as they provide evidence to-
wards the grading criteria. Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of activities, 
including written tasks, presentations, role play, practical and oral assessment. 

All units are assessed and graded and an overall grade for the qualification is awarded.  Students are 
awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction for each unit. 

BTEC National Diplomas are valued by employers and Higher Education (universities and colleges).  
The BTEC National Diploma in Sport and Exercise Sciences provides a very good preparation for go-
ing onto a BTEC Higher National or a Degree in Sports related subjects. 



BTEC Course’s 

Btec National Certificate in Art and Design (EDEXCEL)  
 

This broad program will give you experience of all media including: 

Clay, plaster, graphics, printmaking, and drawing skills 

As well as the practical side of the course you will develop you theoretical skills. Learning 
about artists and designers in order to enrich your own. This course develops your research, 
communication, and organisational skills giving you excellent preparation for studying at a 
higher level. 

This course will give you 2 A levels once completed after 2 years of studying 

 

 

 

 

BTEC National Diploma in Art and Design (EDEXCEL) 
 

This course is designed to provide the learner with specialist work related qualifications in a 
range of different areas. 

Clay, plaster, graphics, printmaking, and drawing skills 

As well as the practical side of the course you will develop you theoretical skills. Learning about 
artists and designers in order to enrich your own. This course develops your research, commu-
nication, and organisational skills giving you excellent preparation for studying at a higher level 

The course has 9 core units which provide a general understanding of the main areas of art and     
design, and will give you 3 A Levels once completed after 2 years of studying. 



Course’s at John Smeaton    
Community College Sixth 

“A” Level Course’s 

GCE AS Law (OCR) 

This course involves the study of the legal system in England and Wales. Candidates 
gain an overview of how the civil and criminal courts work and learn about the part 
played by both legal and lay personnel. If candidates go on to take A2 units for 
the full Advanced GCE, there is an opportunity to study one branch of the law in 
depth. This in-depth study is in Criminal Law. 

Students will be expected to sit exams throughout the course, and also complete 
assignments to the required deadline. 

 

GCE AS Advanced Subsidiary GCE in History (OCR) 

History is the study of ourselves, an investigation of human behaviour, an enquiry into our 
motives and their consequences, not just the study of the past and the long-dead. 

In this subject three historical periods will be studied.  

Nazi Germany 1918-39 , Liberals and Labour 1900-1918,                               
French Revolution 1789-95  

 

GCE Advanced A2 in History (OCR) 

History is the study of ourselves, an investigation of human behaviour, an enquiry into our 
motives and their consequences, not just the study of the past and the long-dead. In this 
subject 3 units will be covered: 

A study of an individual in History- Napoleon I Emperor of France 1799-1815, A theme in 
History – Civil Rights in America 1865-1980,  An Individual Study – Independent research 
on Napoleon I 

 

  



“A” Level Course’s 

 

GCE AS Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Psychology (OCR) 

 

The course introduces candidates to the theories and methods of psychology. It offers 
them the opportunity to look at some of the explanations psychologists provide in trying to 
understand humans and their interactions with the world. 

The course aims to develop both candidates' psychological skills and their psychological 
knowledge. Candidates study a variety of psychological research studies that represent the 
range of psychologists' interests and the methods they use 

 

 

GCE Advanced A2 in Psychology (OCR) 

 

Candidates taking the full Advanced GCE qualification undertake two compulsory pieces of 
coursework, one of which involves designing their own piece of research. Their second piece 
requires candidates to write a brief essay showing how psychology can be related to ob-
servations of everyday life.To complete the Advanced GCE qualification, candidates take 
the following units. Each of these units looks at how psychology can be applied in a practi-
cal setting. 

Psychology & Organisations  

Psychology & Crime  

These are examined in two written papers. 



“A” Level Course’s 

GCE AS Advanced Subsidiary GCE in English Literature (EDEXCEL) 

and GCE Advanced A2 in English Literature (EDEXCEL) 
 

You will learn about selected English Literature texts and their contexts from 1370 to present 
day, including American and Commonwealth writing. The AS qualification requires the minimum 
study of four texts covering prose, poetry and drama including one text by Shakespeare and 
one pre 1900 text.  

The A2 qualification requires a minimum study of a further four texts; including at least one 
text published  before 1770 and at least one before 1900. The final unit is a synoptic unit; in 
this you will learn how to synergise (bring together) all the skills and understanding you have 
acquired during AS and A2 and apply them to exploring one concept. 

English or English Literature grade B or above, however in some cases a grade C will be consid-
ered. 

A2 - The course is assessed by 2/3 public examinations with an optional coursework piece as 

an alternative to examinations. Two examinations are “open book”. 

English Literature provides a launch pad for degree level study. In addition the academic skills 
of analysis, inference/deduction and synthesis can be applied to the study of any subject. 

 The range and scope of material studied provide stimulating intellectual debate enriching 
your life whatever future path you choose 

Throughout the course there are opportunities for enrichment such as; theatre trips, workshops 
and student conferences. 

GCE AS Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Mathematics (EDEXCEL) 

and GCE Advanced A2 in Mathematics (EDEXCEL) 
It will be possible to study Mathematics for one year, leading to an AS Level           
qualification, or for two years leading to an A Level qualification. We currently use the 
edexcel syllabus. The AS course will consist of three modules, two of Pure Mathematics - 
largely a continuation of algebra, geometry and trigonometry covered in the GCSE (Higher 
Tier) syllabus - and one of Mechanics. Mechanics is the study of the forces which act on 
physical objects and the motion these forces produce. This has links with Physics though it 
is by no means necessary to read Physics in order to make sense of Mechanics modules. 

The A2 course will consist also of three modules, two of Pure Mathematics and one of Sta-
tistics. The Statistics work is similar to, and an extension of, the work done on data han-
dling in the GCSE (Higher tier) syllabus. 



“A” Level Course’s 

EDEXCEL Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Geography A 

 
A level Geography provides a launch pad for degree level study. 

The academic skills of analysis & synthesis can provide enriching knowledge, which, in turn 
will prove invaluable in whatever path you choose. 

Physical systems, processes & patterns. Glacial systems, ecosystems 

Human systems, processes & patterns. Rural/Urban inter relationships, development     
processes. 

Synoptic - People & their environments. 

Geography involves a fieldwork element to complete exams at AS and A2 level. 

There are several opportunities in lower and upper 6 to take part in fieldwork to enhance 
knowledge leaned in the classroom. 

The Geography department carries out both day excursions and residential fieldtrips. 

 

 

 

GCE Advanced A2 in Geography A (EDEXCEL)  

 
A2 Level 

Physical systems, processes & patterns. Glacial systems, ecosystems 

Human systems, processes & patterns. Rural/Urban inter relationships, development processes. 

Synoptic - People & their environments. 

A2 Level 

Unit 4 - Physical systems, processes & patterns - written exam, 1hr 30mins 

Unit 5 - Human systems, processes & patterns - written exam, 1hr 30mins 

Unit 6 - Synoptic unit - written exam, 2hrs 




